
   
 

 

FAQ – 2025 Geelong Business Excellence Awards 
Join us for a night of celebration, inspiration, recognition and entertainment!  

Be part of the region’s most prestigious business event and honour those who are shaping 
Geelong’s future. 

This event has been reimagined with a glamorous, Oscar-style format, featuring a formal 
presentation of approximately 90 minutes to be held within the Playhouse Theatre. 

 

Entrance 

Q: How do I enter the venue? 
Entrance into the Geelong Arts Centre will be via the Open House at 50 Little Malop St, next to the 
main entrance of the venue. 

 

Q: Can I enter or exit via Ryrie St? 
No. There will be no access or exit from Ryrie St. 

 

Catering 

Q: What catering is provided on the night? 
Delicious food and drinks will be available before and after the formal awards presentation. You are 
welcome to take food and drinks into the Play House, however, service will pause during this 
period. 

 

Q: What type of food is being served? 



   
 

• A selection of hot and cold Canapés will be served prior to the presentation. 
• Roving fork dishes will be served after the presentation, including savoury and sweet. 

 

Q: What drinks will be provided? 
A selection of drinks will be available throughout the evening, including non-alcoholic options, red 
and white wine, bubbles, beer and soft drinks. This will be provided by waiting staff and at the bar. 

 

Q: Will the catering be substantial, or should I eat dinner beforehand? 
You won’t need to eat dinner beforehand. Catering on the night will be plentiful and substantial. 

 

Q: What if I have a dietary requirement? 
All dietary requirements can be catered for. Please include this information when booking your 
ticket or notify the GBEA team at gbea@geelongchamber.com.au no later than 10 days before 
the event. On the night, simply let the waiting staff know your dietary needs, and they will ensure 
suitable food is prepared for you. 
 

Event Format 

Q: What happens when I arrive? 
On arrival at the Open House, you’ll enjoy food and drinks on Level Two, before being guided to the 
pre-event area to mingle and settle in. 

 

Q: When do the theatre doors open? 
At 6:30pm, the doors to the Play House Theatre will open. 

 

Q: When does the formal presentation begin and how long does it go for? 
The presentation starts at 6:45pm and will run for approximately 90 minutes without intermission.  

20 awards will be presented. Click here to know more about the categories and sponsors. 

 

Q: What happens after the presentation? 
You’ll continue celebrating in the Story House Foyer Lounge or within the Story House theatre 

mailto:gbea@geelongchamber.com.au
https://www.gbea.com.au/sponsors/


   
 

which will have a flat floor, ready for partying! Live music will keep the energy high, with food and 
drinks continuing to flow. 

 

Duration 

Q: What are the event times? 

• Doors open: 5:45pm 
• Formal presentation: 6:45pm - approx. 8:15pm 
• Event concludes: 10:30pm 

 

Seating 

Q: How will seating work? 
Guests will receive their door allocation two days prior to the event via email. Once inside, you’ll be 
free to choose your seats via your allocated door. 

 

Cloak Room 

Q: Is there a cloak room available? 
Yes. A cloak room will be available at Tutti (Ground Level). You will be guided there upon arrival via 
the Open House.  

 

Awards 
 

Q: What Awards are being presented and who sponsors them? 

There will be 20 awards presented during the formal presentation. You can find out more about the 
awards by clicking here. 

 

Photography 

Q: Can I take photos? 
Yes. Photography is permitted throughout the night and inside the Play House and Story House 

 



   
 

Q: Will there be official photography? 
Yes. Professional photographers and videographers will capture the night. 

 

Entertainment 

Q: Who is providing entertainment? 
The incredible team from The Piano Bar will be entertaining throughout the evening, finishing with a 
seven-piece band inside the Story House. 

 

Dress Code 

Q: What should I wear? 
Guests are encouraged to wear formal attire. There will be plenty of opportunities for professional 
photos. 

 

Parking 

Q: Where can I park? 
There are multiple parking options in the Geelong precinct, including street parking. For details, 
visit: geelongaustralia.com.au/parking. 

 
There are often multiple events on, in, and around the precinct. We suggest you allow enough time 
to find a suitable park prior to the event. 

Venue 

Q: Where can I learn more about the Geelong Arts Centre? 
Click here to explore more about the Geelong Arts Centre. 

 

 

Do you have any more questions? Ask the team at gbea@geelongchamber.com.au 

 

https://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/parking?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://geelongartscentre.org.au/
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